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 35%-45% of Transport Costs Driven by 
Inefficiencies and Bribes on  
Tema-Ouagadougou Route 

New Trade Hub study shows why costs are so high and what 

Ghanaian and Burkinabè authorities can do to lower them 

 

MAY 19, 2010 – A comprehensive study of transport and logistics costs 

on the Tema-Ouagadougou corridor shows what is driving the costs – 

and what can be done to lower them. 

“It costs about US$4,800 and takes anywhere from 13 to 22 days to 

bring a container from Tema to Ouagadougou,” said Trade Hub 

Transport Director Niels Rasmussen. “To move one the same distance 

in the United States – from Newark to Chicago – costs about $650 and 

takes just five days. This is even more remarkable when you realize that 

labor costs in the U.S. are 25 times higher.” 

Lowering West Africa’s transport costs – among the highest in the world 

– is critical to poverty alleviation and food security. 

“High transport costs ultimately mean consumers pay more for goods at 

market,” said Trade Hub Director Vanessa Adams. “High transport costs 

make it hard for exporting companies to compete in world markets. 

When they cannot compete, they do not create the jobs that West 

Africans need.”  

To lower the costs, private and public stakeholders must work together 

to: 

 Implement the ECOWAS integrated regional market 

 Eliminate truck queuing rules 

 Eliminate excessive documentation for importing and exporting 

 Streamline procedures to reduce delays 

 

USAIDôs West Africa Trade Hub works with thousands of companies 

across the region and with government and regional partners to make 

West Africa competitive in world markets.  

The complete study is available 
at www.watradehub.com/reports  
 
High transport costs mean high 
costs for consumers and make it 
difficult for companies to 
compete in world markets. 
Implementing recommendations 
of the Trade Hubôs new study 
would save importers up to 
US$24 million and exporters up 
to US$8 million annually. 
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