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Borderless: A new partnership to remove 
trade barriers in West Africa  

People and businesses will benefit by making regional 

economic integration a reality. Borderless sets the vision, 

charts a course. 

 

MARCH 1, 2010  ɀ What if a truck carrying rice from a port in Ghana 
could arrive in Burkina Faso in three days instead of nine? What if 
people crossing from Togo into Benin could do so in 10 minutes 
instead of one hour? What if an exporter could pay a trucking 
company just to cover the costs of labor and fuel to send a load of 
shea nuts to port ï without adding US$250 to pay bribes at 
checkpoints along the way? 

The answers to these questions are clear: West Africa could 
compete in international markets more successfully, exports would 
increase and businesses would create jobs. Businesses would 
become more productive and incomes would rise. Consumer prices 
would fall and millions of people ï who spend up to 80% of their 
income on food ï would be more food secure.  

Borderless is a vision of competitive trade in West Africa ï of 
reducing barriers to trade ï set by a partnership of stakeholders to 
catalyze change. Streamlining procedures, attacking corruption and 
facilitating the movement of goods and people will lower costs ï 
allowing businesses to expand, create jobs and generate more 
revenue for government and more income for people. Raising 
awareness is one step, bringing stakeholders together to act is the 
next. Borderless will do both. 

Working with partners across the region ï in the public and private 
sector, in civil society, in development agencies and non-
governmental organizations ï the Trade Hub has led a partnership to 
develop Borderless to catalyze change that will improve the 
livelihoods of millions of people. 

### 

For Immediate Release 
Contact: Joe Lamport 
Communications Manager 
USAIDôs West Africa Trade Hub 
+233 21 773 393 office 
+233 244 340 748 mobile 
jlamport@watradehub.com  

Moving people, goods and 
transport efficiently ï without 
delays and corruption ï will make 
West Africa more competitive in 
world markets. Businesses will 
expand, create jobs and lift 
incomes. Millions of consumers 
will benefit. 

www.watradehub.com/irtgreports  
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